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  Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church, Englewood





�At Long Last, a Priest-in-Charge at St. Paul’s Church!


“St. Paul’s ship now has a rudder.” �– Gary Mason


“It must be difficult, being new to St. Paul’s.” �– a Parishioner


“Not difficult, but mystifying. Much to learn; many to get to know.” �– Father Bob
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“HELLO, I’M BOB SHEARER” �- Peg Slaven reports -


�





Since Ken Near left at the end of June 2008, the people of St. Paul’s have been without a rector; since Jim Warnke left following Easter Sunday this past April, we’ve been without a priest. We weathered a change in wardens when Ina Martinez needed to resign for health reasons; we soldiered on without a regular Messenger; and we lost the services of a capable administrative assistant and a housekeeper due to budget constraints. Often, rumors have had to suffice in the face of little reliable information. 


	A stranger at the annual picnic on Sunday, June 21st, introduced himself—“Hello, I’m Bob Shearer”—to groups of the hot dog hungry crowd, and the Reverend Robert L. Shearer had arrived to fill what has been a gaping vacancy in the life of St. Paul’s parish. He began as Priest-in-Charge on July 1st. At 6:30 p.m. on July 2nd he met with a handful of parishioners in the chapel for the Thursday night informal Eucharist, joining them afterward for a potluck dinner in the Guild Room. We began to get to know one another, and as Gary Mason said at the Worship Commission meeting, “St. Paul’s ship now has a rudder.”


	Bob Shearer comes to us from as far away as Northern California and, recently, as close as St. Peter’s in Morristown where he was Interim Rector. He’s served—after being graduated from General Seminary in New York and ordained in Dallas—in a variety of positions in the Episcopal Church: rector, interim rector, assistant rector, curate, seminary teaching fellow. He’s also explored the business world as a consultant, reorganizing a diocesan staff, revitalizing a statewide annual fund appeal for social services.


	Now, with our church doors open daily (literally) and the Adult Forum up and running, St. Paul’s is in summer mode, already preparing for the functioning church year that will begin in early September.


	“It must be difficult, being new to St. Paul’s,” a sympathetic parishioner said to him. 


	“Not difficult,” Bob Shearer said, “but mystifying. Much to learn; many to get to know.” We hope not to remain a mystery to him for long. 











   Since Ken Near left at the end of June 2008, the people of St. Paul’s have been without a rector; since Jim Warnke left following Easter Sunday this past April, we’ve been without a priest. We weathered a change in wardens when Ina Martinez needed to resign for health reasons; we soldiered on without a regular Messenger; and we lost the services of a capable administrative assistant and a house-keeper due to budget constraints. Often, rumors have had to suffice in the face of little reliable information.�   A stranger at the annual picnic on Sunday, June 21st, introduced himself—“Hello, I’m Bob Shearer”—to groups of the hot-dog hungry crowd and the Reverend Robert L. Shearer had arrived to fill what has been a gaping vacancy in the life of St. Paul’s parish. He began as Priest-in-Charge on July 1st. At 6:30 p.m. on July 2nd he met with a handful of parishioners in the Chapel for the Thursday night informal Eucharist, joining them afterward for a potluck dinner in the Guild Room. We began to get to know one another, and as Gary Mason said at the Worship Committee meeting, “St. Paul’s ship now has a rudder.”�   Bob Shearer comes to us from as far away as Northern California and, recently, as close as St. Peter’s in Morristown where he was Interim Rector. He’s served—after being graduated from General Seminary in New York and ordained in Dallas—in a variety of positions in the Episcopal Church: rector, interim rector, assistant rector, curate, seminary teaching fellow. He’s also explored the business world as a consultant, reorganizing a diocesan staff, revitalizing a statewide annual fund appeal for social services. Now, with our church doors open daily (literally) and the Adult Forum up and running, St. Paul’s is in summer mode, already preparing for the functioning church year that will begin in early September. �   “It must be difficult, being new to St. Paul’s,” a sympathetic parishioner said consolingly to him.  �   “Not difficult,” Bob Shearer responded, “but mystifying. Much to learn; many to get to know.” We hope not to remain a mystery to him for long.





Birthday Celebrations�For a complete listing of parishioners who were born in the months of August and September respectively, you may turn to Page 3 of this newsletter.
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Q & A – part of a series�Q - Why are so many Episcopal church doors painted red? ��A - There has been much discussion here concerning "red doors" �on Episcopal churches.  At first I felt sure I knew the answer to �the question posed "Why do Episcopal Churches commonly have �red doors?"  However, after reading the other (online) posts I find that I am just plain enjoying myself.  Obviously, there is no one definitive answer to this query.�   The story as it was delivered to me is that church doors were painted red as a sign of sanctuary, as a reminder of the Passover, �as a sign of the Holy Spirit, as a reminder of the Martyrs, etc... �all of the things mentioned.  And, yes, this history is long and goes back indeed to the Middle Ages (or perhaps even to the time of the Torah in the Hebrew Scriptures).  However, with all of this rich imagery abounding it still was the case in Great Britain and Canada �in the 19th and early 20th century that only certain parishes painted their doors red.  These were Anglo-Catholic parishes of the Oxford Movement (at least this was how it was reported to me by Urban Anglo-Catholic slum priests in Detroit and Toronto).  In addition, a cross might appear on the parish steeple on these parishes.  These were bold and controversial symbols at one time. Candles on the altar, liturgical vestments, Processional Crosses, Red Doors, Steeple Crosses, Weekly Eucharist - not to mention incense, bells, and lights that twinkle, i.e., votive candles - these were all considered radical.  We take most of this in stride today.�   Evangelical parishes at that time had their own external markings.  Instead of a Cross atop a steeple and red doors (this was called - POPISH!!!), Evangelical parishes had a "Crowing Cock" (a common symbol of the Passion of our Lord) atop the steeple and brown or gray-colored doors. These parishes thought of themselves as a �place where one could find "The Word" preached with authority without all the fuss and popery of those "other" Anglican Christians.�   The American Church experience has always been more eclectic.  �A few decades ago, "High Church" or "Anglo-Catholic" parishes probably had red doors more commonly than "Liberal Protestant Parishes" (these were far more common in the American experience than the Evangelical parishes of Britain and Canada).  Today �however this connection is lost.  Presently, virtually every Episcopal Church parish has a cross on it and every parish uses candles.  �Today even Methodist and Baptist Churches in the United States �have crosses on them and use candles. These signs and symbols �are almost universally accepted. Let me close by saying what a pleasure it is to embrace these lovely signs and symbols of our faith� in Jesus Christ.��- The Rev. Kenneth M. Near, former Rector, St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Englewood, NJ (1991-2008)�[Source, c. 2000: � HYPERLINK "http://www.secaucus.org/oursaviour/" �The Church of Our Saviour�, Secaucus, New Jersey]�



St. Paul's�“Red Doors”��� HYPERLINK "http://0054501.netsolhost.com/IMG_0006.JPG" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "../Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/FrontPageTempDir/e9b7d20e.JPG" \* MERGEFORMAT ������� HYPERLINK "http://0054501.netsolhost.com/IMG_0007.JPG" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "../Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/FrontPageTempDir/7fff4028.JPG" \* MERGEFORMAT �����Church Street Entrance


� HYPERLINK "http://0054501.netsolhost.com/IMG_0001.jpg" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "../Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/FrontPageTempDir/fb1d2e35.jpg" \* MERGEFORMAT �����Parish Hall Entrance


 �
�
"Red Doors" Photographs by Azim L Mayadas�
 �
�












“Red Doors”


… church doors were painted red as a sign of sanctuary, as a reminder of the Passover, as a sign of the Holy Spirit, as a reminder of the Martyrs…





The American Church Experience�


A few decades ago, "High Church" or "Anglo-Catholic" parishes probably had red doors more commonly than "Liberal Protestant Parishes."
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	August Birthdays					September Birthdays


	Celestine Senior		Maurice Joseph			Frances Cassebaum	R. J. White-Peters


	Robert Cameron     	Yvette Bailey			Naseby (Pete) Rhinehart	Thelma Baxter


	Catherine Garrison	Sheena Stanislaus			Karalene Gayle		Deborah Sgro


	Deborah Cloud		Nathaniel Nelson			Madeline Sullivan		Shane Nelson


	Gloria Huggins		Julian Herbert			Mechela Bailey		Byron Babb


	Merle Fenderson		Rachel DiGiovanni			Lionel Garrison		Julian Matthews


	Bruce Nelson		Jamilya Mason			Tony Cattington		Collette Neils


	Joseph Hill		Diedre Matthews			Hewitt Jeter		Kitty Pierson


								Beverly Rhinehart		Janice C. Walker


								Norma Davis		Richard Pierson


								Karlan McCarthy		Enrice DiGiovanni


								Virginia (Ginny) Hoffman�


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________�


		


	











Father Bob delivering his welcoming address to the parishioners of St. Paul’s Church on July 9, 2009 in the Reception Room. 


   His message has been posted on YouTube and may be seen in full via our Website, or directly by going to YouTube online and keying in “Robert Shearer”:  that brings up ‘The Rev. Robert L. Shearer’s Address to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Parishioners.’





�


Still Photo taken from 7/9/09 Video 
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As recorded on the � HYPERLINK "http://0054501.netsolhost.com/history.htm" \l "Bergen County Historical Society Plaque#Bergen County Historical Society Plaque" �blue plaque� facing Engle Street, and according to the Bergen County Historical Society, St. Paul's Episcopal Church was organized in 1865, (and) the congregation first met in homes and in the armory on Van Brunt Street.  �   The original church was built in 1866. The present � HYPERLINK "http://0054501.netsolhost.com/chapel.htm" �chapel� was erected in 1895 as a parish hall. �   Today's � HYPERLINK "http://0054501.netsolhost.com/making_of_a_gothic_church.htm" �Gothic church� structure, built in 1899, has the rose limestone of the original building in its foundation.  The � HYPERLINK "http://0054501.netsolhost.com/stained_glass_windows.htm" �stained glass windows� are from the Tiffany La Farge, and Lamb Studios.





   About Our Organization…





St. Paul’s EPISCOPAL Church�113 Engle Street, Englewood, NJ 07631





New Priest-in-Charge


�We announced in the last Messenger of June/July 2009 that we were anxiously awaiting the appointment of a Rector or Priest-in-Charge. Our prayers have been answered with the arrival of The Reverend Robert (“Bob”) L. Shearer as our new Priest-in-Charge, who took over the running of our far-flung Parish with effect from July the 1st. �   On July the 9th, Father Bob went online via YouTube and our own extensive Website to introduce himself to parishioners of St. Paul’s Church. Earlier, The VOICE of the Episcopal Diocese of Newark had made the announcement of Father Bob's appointment in its June 2009 publication. Our Church has been without a full-time priest since the fall of 2008, and our congregation has, therefore, welcomed his arrival in its midst with great expectation and enthusiasm.� 

















St. Paul’s EPISCOPAL Church


113 Engle Street


Englewood, NJ 07631


Phone: 201-568-3276


Fax: 201-871-7349


E-Mail:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:stpaulseng@verizon.net" ��stpaulseng@verizon.net� 


We’re on the Web!


See us at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.stpaulsenglewood.org" ��www.stpaulsenglewood.org� 
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