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  Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church, Englewood








We have begun a conversation about the vision of the parish.�


   What are we here for, and where are we going?





   “Where there is no vision, the people perish,” says the book of Proverbs.
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Friends,


Knowing what will happen in the next hour, next week, or next year is a chancy project—predictions of the future are notoriously inaccurate. There are just too many variables. �   A tight set of parameters, of course, makes predictions a bit more possible. You can predict that a $100 check will bounce if you know there is only $50 in the account. You can predict that a child who plays in the street will eventually get run over. You can predict that the cake will rise if it has the right amount of eggs and baking powder. Much in our lives depends on predictability.�   On a macro scale, however, where many variables are in play, predicting is often impossible—the weather, earthquakes, and the economy are classic examples. This is also true of institutional life. Families that appear stable are subject to heart attacks and divorce. Businesses that are thriving are subject to changing markets, credit crunches, and new competition. Churches, as we have experienced at St Paul’s, can easily be damaged by a variety of factors. In all of these cases, predictions are not of great use. �   There is another access to the future, however, that could be called “vision.” Whereas predictions are based on the past, using evidence of what has worked or not worked before, vision is based on something new, some possibility of the way things could be. It is a mix of desire (“I wish we could…”) and imagination (“What if we were to…”) and commitment (“This is the direction we are going to pursue…”). Although vision has to account for the past, it is not bound by the past nor does it come out of it. Indeed, a vision which is just a replication of the past is, for the most part, useless. Time marches forward, never back.�   We have begun a conversation about the vision of the parish. “What are we here for, and where are we going?” This is the question that drives such a conversation. �   As we approached the issue in the Adult Forum in September, two things became apparent:


There was general agreement that the vision that so powerfully built and sustained St Paul’s in the past—that vision is pretty much a spent force; it has lost its power. This is not a bad thing, just a fact.





The conversation in the Forum moved naturally from the corporate vision of St Paul’s to the personal vision of the people in the room. The comment was made that, whatever parish vision we create, it needs be consistent with and to support our several personal visions and commitments.                              (continued on Page 4)








Creating a Vision for St Paul’s�from the Priest-in-Charge��





Since Ken Near left at the end of June 2008, the people of St. Paul’s have been without a rector; since Jim Warnke left following Easter Sunday this past April, we’ve been without a priest. We weathered a change in wardens when Ina Martinez needed to resign for health reasons; we soldiered on without a regular Messenger; and we lost the services of a capable administrative assistant and a housekeeper due to budget constraints. Often, rumors have had to suffice in the face of little reliable information. 


	A stranger at the annual picnic on Sunday, June 21st, introduced himself—“Hello, I’m Bob Shearer”—to groups of the hot dog hungry crowd, and the Reverend Robert L. Shearer had arrived to fill what has been a gaping vacancy in the life of St. Paul’s parish. He began as Priest-in-Charge on July 1st. At 6:30 p.m. on July 2nd he met with a handful of parishioners in the chapel for the Thursday night informal Eucharist, joining them afterward for a potluck dinner in the Guild Room. We began to get to know one another, and as Gary Mason said at the Worship Commission meeting, “St. Paul’s ship now has a rudder.”


	Bob Shearer comes to us from as far away as Northern California and, recently, as close as St. Peter’s in Morristown where he was Interim Rector. He’s served—after being graduated from General Seminary in New York and ordained in Dallas—in a variety of positions in the Episcopal Church: rector, interim rector, assistant rector, curate, seminary teaching fellow. He’s also explored the business world as a consultant, reorganizing a diocesan staff, revitalizing a statewide annual fund appeal for social services.


	Now, with our church doors open daily (literally) and the Adult Forum up and running, St. Paul’s is in summer mode, already preparing for the functioning church year that will begin in early September.


	“It must be difficult, being new to St. Paul’s,” a sympathetic parishioner said to him. 


	“Not difficult,” Bob Shearer said, “but mystifying. Much to learn; many to get to know.” We hope not to remain a mystery to him for long. 
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�Shawl�Ministry


�


The first cool- weather Bergen County Shawl Ministry - first  meeting on November the 2nd - will be operating from St. Paul’s  Church


through April 2010.





The Feast of All Souls


- Mozart’s Requiem will  be performed  on Thursday, November 5th  at 8 pm in the Church.





Choir Notes �   by Paris Simms�Organist & Music Director�
�
�
�The Commendation of the Dead and Mozart’s Requiem will take place on Thursday, November 5th at �8 pm in the Church. You are encouraged to place the names of your loved ones no later than �Sunday, November the 1st on a list that is posted in the Chapel lobby. Those names will be read �during the service. You are also encouraged to come to this very moving service and be a part of its �service of remembrance. Please encourage your friends and neighbors to join you and hear live �this soulful music at St. Paul’s Church.�
�
�



Pancake Breakfast�Pictures by Gary Mason �(his photo is below and his profile is on Page 3)


�  ��Fr. Bob with Rudi Thomas                   Pancake Breakfast in Full Swing


HOMECOMING SUNDAY WAS CELEBRATED ON SEPTEMBER THE 13TH �IN THE PARISH HALL BETWEEN THE TWO MORNING SERVICES.���


Photographer Extraordinaire�- and longtime St. Paul’s Stalwart!�(You may access all of his riveting photos by going on our Website.)





                                            �





page 2





The Messenger





Birthdays


 11/15	Hannah Lokko� 11/16  	Robert Campbell� 11/16  	Katie Thorn� 11/17  	Hannah Le Mée� 11/18   Christine McDonald� 11/20  	Pearl Duncan	� 11/21	Edith Simms	� 11/24 	Christopher Garrison � 11/26	Lena Ford� 11/28	Lennie Brice� 11/29	Whitford Luke	� 11/30  	Leah Baker	�	��








November


 11/02	Jane Ellis� 11/02	Robert Burr� 11/03   	Dilder Yamusah	� 11/04   	Maureen Wilson	� 11/05	Gamma Hammond� 11/05	Mia Robinson� 11/07	Patrick Marshall� 11/07	Coralius Noble� 11/08	Kyra Acquah� 11/11	Murray Dwight� 11/11	Susan Johnson� 11/14	Maureen Wilson���	�








 








Profile of Gary Mason 


Born and raised in Brooklyn, Gary was baptized and confirmed at St. Augustine P.E. Church. He was an Acolyte, a member of a youth group there, and played on its basketball team. He graduated from New York City Community College with a degree in Graphic Arts and Advertising, and majored in photography. �   He worked at A&S department store for 21 years, ending up as Senior Photographer. During that time he met his present wife Chyrell: they had two daughters Jamilya and Jasmine, and moved to Englewood in 1996. They each have sons from previous marriages, Chris and Shomari. Gary spent many years as a freelance photo-grapher working in studios in the NY-NJ area. He now works as an Assistant Manager for Hyatt Place Fairlawn, but his love of photography still burns brightly within him. �   Gary became a member of St. Paul’s in 1994, and started his service there as an Usher. He soon took over the leadership role, and made some changes that are still in use today. But his true calling was to become an Acolyte, and he eventually took on the role of Acolyte Warden. �   During his many years at St. Paul’s, Gary has been asked to wear many hats. He was a Vestry member for 3 terms, as well as Warden for two terms. His Vestry years were rewarding, and he took over the Outreach Chair. His ambition is to become a Verger, the highest level of Acolyte, and with the help of Dn. Jane Ellis a Sub-Deacon. He’s now been asked to be the part-time Sexton.





Deacon’s Reflections�by the Reverend Jane F. Ellis, Deacon


Paul teaches the Philippians that to be Christ-like is not to be filled with self-importance, pride or egotistical stuffiness, but rather to be empty so that there is room for Christ. In order for faith to increase, to bubble up within us, and become the single most important part of our lives….our hearts have to be transformed. Our hearts have to be broken open, in order for us to make room for Jesus. �   Right now, here at St. Paul’s we are in the midst of mystery, a time of great change and transition, and the unknown looms in front of us. I feel a renewed excitement in many of you. �   Literally, as a community we have emptied ourselves out:�  -transition from a rector of some 15 years of service to a   new priest-in-charge�  -our numbers in attendance have vacillated�  -the offerings and pledges are in need of an overhaul�  -our capital needs are great�   And, it just seems as if many of us have given ourselves permission to more or less go into a holding pattern…. hovering…. pulled back, remaining in the seeming safety of waiting…. to see just what is going to happen next. �   I wonder if this is partly spiritual apathy and partly fear, or simply feeling somewhat lost? The wardens and vestry are diligently going through the process of discovery, due diligence so that the parish can ready itself to call a rector. �   In the meantime we are in somewhat of an urgent situation: attendance wise, financially; and it seems as if our mission is somewhat fragmented. More and more a few are doing the lion’s share of work that needs to be done.  �   It sure feels like some of us are suffering from spiritual distraction. And, considering this, I believe we are a community in need of healing. We have to get past our lethargy, pettiness, blaming, and meager attempts of having one foot in and one foot out. We must decrease, so that Christ may increase.�   Paul’s letter to the Philippians is applicable to us today with his words “let the same mind be in you”….That you here is plural, not singular. Paul would have us as a parish; live out our life together, as if we were Jesus Christ…. looking not to our own interests, but to the interests of others.  �   Why? Because Jesus didn’t, nor does he mind his own business… He became obedient, he emptied himself, and became servant so that we may freely drink from the fullness                     of this chalice.                                   (continued on Page 4)








There are two characteristics of a flourishing church according to Paul’s letter to the Philippians:


be of the same mind, and 


have the same love.





Having the same mind means that the parish has a single mindset, unified, and centered in Christ, and the Word, or rather the Good News. Having the same love is simple…and that is following Jesus’ greatest commandment “love one another, as I have loved you.” 





I invite you to ponder and pray how Jesus is calling you forward to fill up your emptiness, your broken hearts from the fullness of Christ’s love for us… then go out into the world, your community and celebrate that love by living “not by my will be done, but thy will be done.”
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Creating A Vision…  (contd. from Page 1)


   We will be looking at the vision for St Paul’s during the next year in every venue possible—in the Vestry, in Christian Education, in our Outreach programs, in our facilities management, and the like. It will require everyone’s input, to the extent that you are willing to put your imagination and desires for the parish on the table. The Bishop, his Staff, and Diocesan Council have been doing this, and should be helpful in leading the way. It may be that we can engage some outside expertise as we perform this exercise of creating St Paul’s future.�   “Where there is no vision, the people perish,” says the book of Proverbs. This work of creating a vision for St Paul’s is critical. But it is also a fascinating process, and one that promises to engage our deepest hopes for the future.


Warmly, 


�


Deacon’s Reflections   (contd. from Page 3)�There are two characteristics of a flourishing church according to Paul’s letter to the Philippians:�   - be of the same mind, and �   - have the same love.�   Having the same mind means that the parish has a single mindset, unified and centered in Christ, and the Word, or rather the Good News. Having the same love is simple….and that is following Jesus’ greatest commandment, “love one another, as I have loved you.”�   I invite you to ponder and pray how Jesus is calling you forward to fill up your emptiness, your broken hearts from the fullness of Christ’s love for us….Then go out into the world, your community and celebrate that love by living “not by my will be done, but thy will be done.”�   Peace, �  Jane+
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St. Paul’s EPISCOPAL Church�113 Engle Street, Englewood, NJ 07631





St. Paul’s EPISCOPAL Church


113 Engle Street


Englewood, NJ 07631


Phone: 201-568-3276


Fax: 201-871-7349


E-Mail:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:stpaulseng@verizon.net" ��stpaulseng@verizon.net� 


We’re on the Web!


See us at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.stpaulsenglewood.org" ��www.stpaulsenglewood.org� 
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